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SAN FRANCISCO ARCHITECT JULIE DOWLING WAS GOING FOR MORE THAN A PLATINUM
LEED RATING WHEN CRAFTING HER RLISSIAN RIVER VALLEY WEEKEND RETREAT: SHE
COVETED THE PUREST EXPRESSION OF ARTFUL MINIMALIST DESIGN.
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BELOW: Standing on o kiltop knoll covered with drought-tolernnt moadow grass, the house ks surrcunded on B sides
by & loresk of matuso oal fir, and madrons boos. To Exke sdveniage of the most eflicent solar odenistion and the best :
whrwes af e Pussian Rvaer Vadey, tha Dack faces ruo souih. Tho custom slumeuim windows and doos ant by Flechwood, i i

and thr landscaping is by Dexter Ectate Landecopos, 5t Holoma, RIGHT: Dowling passes by the T&-foot-long lap pool, by 15 PLANET=
Sancena Pool & Spa, which reflects the homa's sepansive dews. A 10-loot cantilovensd overhang offers shada during warm f SAVING WS
moerths, while the covered patio makes Tor gasy outdocs dining close to the bichen. & ne-mow, nath awn with high- B ) IMPROVE
witickency hrigation was placed around the pocl by serve Bs 8 frame and ko croate a small play aeea Tor family and fiends. A N CUR HOUSE
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LEFT: Tha kitchen is compioioly accessibie 1o the indoor and cutdoor dining anes for reliyed socilizing. Cabingts
made of moyced ook soraps peossod into @ Aft-cown pattem, slong with white CapsarShone counterinps, Doep the space
feeling airy. Fluch siainkoss-stoel cabinet pulls and claan-insd madern Mioks applances, including & complatoly hidden
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i aesthotic. The werseile sland s 12 feet long and Incorporatos o baer

for casual diring. The pendant fixfures wen dosgned by Geonge Metsan for Decign Within Reach, and t cabinetry is &
custom design by Julie Dowleg, tebricated by Ken Rose. Thi beak table and bonches s Trom Design Within Reach, and
tha cerdoor furnituse is by Wost Elnu BELOW: Dowling, Platzrman, and thair deughlor, Sofia, stand pociside.

PORTRMT By JEFFREY BRAVERMAN

Eairdy straightforwand: You pay $225 w register with the program
nmd sign up wath one of 1t cortified project managers. Then, alter
the bailders and designers have been assembled, evervbody reviews
i st of LEED vegpurenwnis thad apply fo every aspect ol the progea
il cin be Budbilled in iy oomber of wavs, depemling on youn as
thetws and inadget. The groaigs tleen awards the project pomds—yon
can even ey preants i yon don't gwm s e

e best guestion the LEEDY group asks o "Whad see i the
hogse?™ syvs Dowling. “A smaller hoaese nses lewer materials,
commsnmes fess coengy, and disturls the ste the least.” T get the
sl ¢iid of her 2,200 sguare-loot intenior, she designed a (0
sepuare-foed central great room thot indudes on open kitchen, a
Hexibile dining ares, and a spacinus living room. The kitchen apens
divedily onio ihe femee, which holdds the onidoor mble noed beascles

Another LEEIVwonby leature is the building's heating and
coilingr svsiem. “ Even when s o 100 degrees owside, the
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BELW Th open auonenss of kitchen ard Iving room at the house’s contor has panceamic wows on the rodh and south
shdes. Twatverfoat, flocr-to-cailing shding glass doom on both sides allow effickant air control, and presngineensd, Fomst
Stowandehip Counci-cortified walrt Floors ghwe the sneco waerth, The meohair aola, cheive, and chaisoe Wone CLEIDM
disigned by Dowing Kimm Studios The Remp pillows W e cusiom desipred by Julie Dowing. The dining chairs, by

B Dok, arn fnoem: finc Dotalls. The conoaaisd soler shades ane inom the Shade Store. FIGHT: The walnut dinieg table, by
Chiisiophe Delooirt, is sumpunded by off-while laather-and-walm dining chiaiers. A fiborglass Nelson pondant fdure Rovers
e it wihite corRmic versseds. by Borkoley artist Ern MoGuiness, fmim De Sousa Hughes. The cl-on-jule painings by
Autian artist AFod Habaspoiminagr, from Addison Fing Ano haieg abovie & she-foot ges lieplecs by Spark Madern Fines.

crnss-ventibanon and ssanl-lacong overhang keep the mienor an
a very pleasant 70 degrees,” Doawlmgy savs, “The house has aor
comehitioaning lon sopser-lo sammer alternaons, il we selidoan
s . AL this poimdt, we are giving back b the power gl

Sade simpheiry aflers hotly power avd pocery. The nuimamalma
eais i also Uie design stmement,

that lechps satisfy LEEL rexpuire
resubling in s proportooed privide spoace thats cabm aosd unpreten
twmis—the prerfec summer getavway for Dowding anad ler losbamd,
- ancl

seeven Plateman. o lezmicling Sans Fronsciseo pirivale art deal
Soha, "When my Bmily and | arrive st the

i young dainghi
lwnsse for the weeke nd, wi |I4n|| all sr Enrmeers’ marvkel grocenies
anil take our biags o the bedmoms” Dowling says, “We pour & glass
o wins anel go mnd it on the ervace. s oll very nncloteered, with
dspein spercis, e conplicaen,”

Ihe exterior of the hoese, which sus on a hilliop with expansive

views o the Russimn River Valley, exudes a similar pority, 11 was
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LEFT: Siderby-side bedrooms an: shislded by a prhvacy screen of potted kme troes. Eight-fioot pocketed
glass pancis disappoar into the walls, creating a complst indoor-outdoor sxpasienco. BELDW: Tha housg
ts wrapped in sokect quarter-sawn codar, chosen Tor Hs modem yet imeless qually and its abilty to blond
saamigssly into the rdscaps. Stankess-stoel LED Ights on the steps provide Slumination at night. Tha
[ighis. are comtanid 0n CLSHOM CoMRC-CONCIONe PAVDTS dvanly spaced on & gravel baso, lading to tha
12-ipot hding lacs tromt door

miaicle g
vt D]
s pllanss fo contonine what she calls er “experment iy
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